
Church of the Messiah
Third Sunday of Easter

18 April 2021
9:30 am

PRELUDE/ENTRANCE HYMN Christ ist erstanden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bach

THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!



Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our heartsby the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of  God,
you take away the sin of  the world: have mercy onus;
you are seated at the right hand of  the Father: receiveour prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson Acts 3:12-19
After the Lesson, the Reader says: The Word of  theLord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4
Answer me when I call, O God, defender of  my cause;*
       you set me free when I am hard-pressed;

have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 “You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
       how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?”
3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; *
       when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.
4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
       speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5 Offer the appointed sacrifices *
       and put your trust in the Lord.
6 Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” *



       Lift up the light of  your countenance upon us, O Lord.
7 You have put gladness in my heart, *
       more than when grain and wine and oil increase.
8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
       for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Second Lesson 1 John 3:1-7
After the Lesson, the Reader says: The Word of  theLord.

Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL ANTHEM Jeu doux et voix humaine (from Suite Évocatrice) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tournemire

The Gospel is introduced: The Holy Gospel of  our Lordand Savior Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel Luke 24:36b-48
The Gospel is concluded: The Gospel of  the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Got Anything Here to Eat?, The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector, Church of  the Messiah

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of  heaven and earth,
    of  all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of  God,
    eternally begotten of  the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
    begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of  the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of  theFather.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.



    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins.
    We look for the resurrection of  the dead,
        and the life of  the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The congregational response to each petition: The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Exchange of the Peace
On this glorious morning, this day of  Christian joy, and for all the days that follow,
may he peace of  the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Hymnum canamus gloriae (Sing we triumphant hymns of praise . . . . . . . . . . .
Near

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere . . .
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of  the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love . . .
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all . . .
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray:



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread & Invitation to Communion
A period of  silence is kept.
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

O Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world,
have mercy on us.
O Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world,
have mercy on us.
O Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world,
grant us your peace.

Behold! Holy food! And holy drink!
The Gifts of  God for the People of  God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Sharing of Communion

COMMUNION MUSIC Selections from Water Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Handel

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Mission
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Blessing
May the truth of the empty tomb – the astonishing reality of Jesus’ resurrection –keep you
fearless and sure that, with Mary Magdalene, Mary and Salome, Peter and the disciples, you
too will see the Resurrected One again and again in this life, and in the age to come.
May the power of  God’s endless love surround you andguide you, this day and always.
And may the blessing of  God – Father, Son and HolySpirit –

be with you from this day forward.



Amen.

POSTLUDE/CLOSING HYMN Alleluia! The Strife is O’er

The Dismissal
Go from this place renewed and strong, knowing that the Lord is alive, almighty and present.
Look for the blessings that await you in the week ahead.
Weep with those who weep. Rejoice with those who celebrate.
Proclaim the Good News of  hope, promise and eternal life. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

THIS WEEK’S LESSONS:
Acts 3:12-19
When Peter saw the wonder and amazement caused by his healing of the lame man, he addressed
the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our
own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17 ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may
be wiped out.”
1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness.5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Luke 24:36b-48
While the disciples were telling how they had seen Jesus risen from the dead, Jesus himself stood
among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 37They were startled and terrified, and thought
that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise
in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40And when he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to
them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and
ate in their presence. 44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.’ 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them,
‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that



repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of  these things.”

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE DEDICATED
● to the glory of  God and our Risen Lord
● in loving memory of  her parents, Elizabeth & RichardCross, by Tina Madison

BIRTHDAYS IN THE WEEK AHEAD
* Margaret Harkins * Walter Unangst * Kathy Parry * Patti Macek *

* Laura Brogan * AJ Gardner * Shawn Martin * Carl Benz *
ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES
WEEKLY SUNDAY WORSHIP will now be held in-person. One service: 9:30am. As you feel
comfortable, please JOIN US!

MULTIPLE WAYS TO JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP: Thanks to the wonders of modern
technology and the hard work of several parishioners, we are able to offer a variety of ways to
participate in Sunday services:

● IN-PERSON - 9:30am – COVID precautions strictly observed
● LIVE-STREAMED - the service will be broadcast on YouTube – follow the link posted on

the church website (messiahgwynedd.org)
● BY PHONE – for those without computer access, dial 609-663-5164 to listen to an

audio-only option on your phone
● WEBSITE – at the close of the service, a video will be posted to the parish website

(messiahgwynedd.org) for viewing at a time convenient for you

CONTACT TRACING: If you are diagnosed as COVID-positive, please be sure to notify the Church
Office as quickly as possible and let us know what service(s) you attended. We can the contact others
who attended the same service, informing them of  theirpossible exposure to the virus.

YOM FOOD COLLECTION FOR MANNA ON MAIN STREET: Throughout the month of
April, Youth of Messiah (YOM) will be collecting food and other items for distribution by the local
food pantry. Please bring non-perishable food items, toiletries and cleaning supplies to the church
and place them on the back pews. On the last Sunday of the month, the YOM members will sort,
pack and deliver your donations to Manna on Main Street. Thank you for your support!

SUE PHILLIPS RETIREMENT RECEPTION has been scheduled for next Sunday, April 25th.
Following the 9:30 Eucharist, we will gather outside for some refreshments, presentation of gifts and
opportunities for you to wish her well in this new life chapter.

FORWARD DAY BY DAY: Copies of the next edition of this popular devotional for the coming
quarter (May, June, July) have arrived and are available to be picked up in the narthex. Copies are
free. If you are unable to pick one up in person, please contact the church office and one will be
mailed.



ALTAR MEMORIAL FLOWER OPEN DATES: There are several dates available for memorial altar
flowers. Suggested donation amount: $60.00. If you would like to dedicate flowers for one of these
dates (listed below), please contact the rector (rector@messiahgwynedd.org; 215-699-9204).

June 13; July 11; August 1; October 3 & October 31

WEEKLY PARISH EMAIL MESSAGES & NOTIFICATIONS: Each week, the Rector sends an
email to all parishioners with important notifications and information about parish events and other
happenings. If you are not currently receiving these messages, please contact the Church Office
(215-699-9204; office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the database.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS: Please contact the Church Office (215-699-9204;
office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the mailing list of those parishioners who receive
hard copies of  the messages and sermon by mail.

IN CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS: Should you have an urgent need to
contact the Rector outside of  Church Office hours,please use his cell phone: 215-692-2667.

SERVING MESSIAH THIS MORNING
9:30 Lectors & Intercessor

Contact Tracing Table Vicky Fogel, Barbara Stevenson
Ushers Brenda Weir, Vicky Fogel
Videographer Sam Fogel

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH: April 19-25
Monday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm
Tuesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm

AA, Alanon, Alateen – 7:30pm
Wednesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm
Thursday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm
Friday Church Office CLOSED
Saturday Church Office CLOSED
Next Sunday Fourth Sunday of  Easter

9:30am – Holy Eucharist – in-person worship gathering
Followed by Retirement Reception for Sue Phillips
10:30am - “Virtual” Church School lesson and activities

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH STAFF
The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector
Sarah Patram, Bookkeeper
Hannah Albrecht, Organist & Choir Director
Tiffany Reichley, Family Ministries – Children
David Reichley, Family Ministries – Youth
Mike Linn, Sexton

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH VESTRY

mailto:rector@messiahgwynedd.org
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David Prezuhy, Sr. Warden
Barbara Stevenson, Jr. Warden
Sam Frenkel, Treasurer
Tina Madison, Clerk
Class of  2021: Vicky Fogel, Susan Miller, CharlesSudlow
Class of  2022: Cheryl Berry, Megan Myers, MichaelStinson, Paul Vollmar
Class of  2023: Tim Beaver, Jennifer Marsh, Jon Marshall,Mercer Sisson

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
1001 Dekalb Pike, Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002-1941

Phone: 215-699-9204  + Website: www.messiahgwynedd.org


