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Church of the Messiah
Fourth Sunday in Lent
14 March 2021

Prelude Meditazione sopra Ubi caritas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FERRARI

A Penitential Order
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
People His mercy endures forever.

In this Season of  Lent, this season of  almsgiving,fasting, and charity,
may the peace of  the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment
greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31

If  we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if  we confess
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8,9

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
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forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Collect of the Day Fourth Sunday in Lent
Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and
we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

The First Lesson Numbers 21:4-9
After the Lesson, the Reader says: The Word of  theLord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
       and his mercy endures forever.
Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
       that he redeemed them from the hand of  the foe.
People Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
        and his mercy endures forever.
He gathered them out of  the lands; *
       from the east and from the west,
       from the north and from the south.
Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
       they were afflicted because of  their sins.
They abhorred all manner of  food *
       and drew near to death’s door.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
       and he delivered them from their distress.
He sent forth his word and healed them *
       and saved them from the grave.
People Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
        and his mercy endures forever.
Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
       and the wonders he does for his children.
Let them offer a sacrifice of  thanksgiving *
       and tell of  his acts with shouts of  joy.
People Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
        and his mercy endures forever.

Epistle Ephesians 2:1-10
After the Lesson, the Reader says: The Word of  theLord.
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Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn #691 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of  Calvary, Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day be wholly thine.

2 May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee
pure, warm and changeless be, a living fire.

The Gospel opens: The Holy Gospel of  our Lord andSavior Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel John 3:14-21
The Gospel closes: The Gospel of  the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gradual Hymn #691 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
3 While life's dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day; wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray from thee aside.

The Sermon The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector

The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of  heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit
        and born of  the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
        and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of  saints,
    the forgiveness of  sins
    the resurrection of  the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
The congregational response to each petition: O Lord, let our cry come to you.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, let us boldly pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Seasonal Prayer Over the People
Bow down before the Lord.

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who gather before you; and grant that those
whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of
repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn #690 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand;
bread of  heaven, bread of  heaven,
feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore.

2 Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through;
strong deliverer, strong deliverer.
be thou still my strength and shield, be thou still my strength and shield.

3 When I tread the verge of  Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;
death of  death, and hell's destruction, land me safeon Canaan's side;
songs of  praises, songs of  praises,
I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee.
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THIS WEEK’S LESSONS:
Numbers 21:4-9
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses,
‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.’ 6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said,
‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the
serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ 9So
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that
person would look at the serpent of  bronze and live.
Ephesians 2:1-10
You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 8For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9not
the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of  life.
John 3:14-21
Jesus said: Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son
of God. 19And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.

THIS WEEK’S GIFT TO THE FLOWER FUND IS DEDICATED
● to the glory of  God
● in memory of  Alfred Conover Swain & Emma Remy Swain,by Carol Huston

BIRTHDAYS IN THE WEEK AHEAD
* Mary Hilgner * Patricia Wurts * Cecilia Ferullo * Susan Kriebel * Marss Senteio *

* Shirley Wacyk * Hayden Dunlap * Jean Brown * Cali Nelson *
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES
CHURCH SCHOOL LESSONS & YOUTH ACTIVITIES

● 10:30am today - “Virtual” Church School lesson and activities

DINE AND DONATE FUNDRAISER RETURNS THIS TUESDAY!!!!
Tuesday, March 16 (St. Patrick’s Day Eve)

5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
THE POUR HOUSE

29 Airport Square, North Wales
267-645-4000

No flyer necessary!
If dining in: simply notify your server that you are there for Church of the Messiah. 15% of your
total order (excluding tax and gratuity) will be donated to Messiah (includes alcoholic beverages!).
If you are ordering take-out: please mention Church of the Messiah when you pick up your order. They
cannot give credit to Messiah at the time the order is placed – only when it is picked up. 15% of your
total order (excluding tax and gratuity) will be donated to Messiah.

YOGA FOR HEALTH & OUTREACH: Diana Mulroy continues offering yoga classes,
an excellent way to maintain flexibility and balance, relieve stress . . . and minister to those in need
within our community. The cost for each session is only $10.00 and all proceeds raised support
various local agencies that provide social services to those in need. Classes are held virtually and
meet most Mondays and Wednesdays at 6:30pm. Dates for March: 3/15, 3/17, 3/24, and 3/29. If
interested in participating, please contact Diana at dimulroy@yahoo.com, or 267-481-6091.

FORWARD DAY BY DAY HAS FINALLY ARRIVED: Many of you have been asking
about this popular daily devotional, wondering where the copies covering the months of February
through April might be. Well, they were apparently held up in the mail! But they have finally arrived!
Copies – which are free! - are available to be picked up in the church office. Or, if you are unable to
make it into the office, give us a call and we will gladly put a copy in the mail – which you will
hopefully receive before the end of  April!!! (Oops! Did we say that?😉)

WEEKLY PARISH EMAIL MESSAGES & NOTIFICATIONS: Each week, the Rector sends an
email to all parishioners with important notifications and information about parish events and other
happenings. If  you are not currently receiving thesemessages, please contact the Church Office
(215-699-9204; office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the database.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS: Please contact the Church Office (215-699-9204;
office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the mailing list of those parishioners who receive
hard copies of  the messages and sermon by mail.

IN CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS: Should you have an urgent need to
contact the Rector outside of  Church Office hours,please use his cell phone: 215-692-2667.

mailto:dimulroy@yahoo.com
mailto:office@messiahgwynedd.org
mailto:office@messiahgwynedd.org
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH: March 15-21
Monday Church Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm

Vestry: 6:00pm via Zoom
Tuesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm

AA, Alanon, Alateen – 7:30pm
Wednesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm

7:00-8:30pm – Rector’s Lenten Bible Study via Zoom
Thursday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm
Friday Church Office CLOSED
Saturday Church Office CLOSED
Next Sunday Fifth Sunday in Lent

10:30am - “Virtual” Church School lesson and activities
5:00pm - “Virtual” YOM meeting

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH STAFF
The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector
Sarah Patram, Bookkeeper
Hannah Albrecht, Organist & Choir Director
Tiffany Reichley, Family Ministries – Children
David Reichley, Family Ministries – Youth
Mike Linn, Sexton

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH VESTRY
David Prezuhy, Sr. Warden
Barbara Stevenson, Jr. Warden
Sam Frenkel, Treasurer
Tina Madison, Clerk
Class of  2021: Vicky Fogel, Susan Miller, CharlesSudlow
Class of  2022: Cheryl Berry, Megan Myers, MichaelStinson, Paul Vollmar
Class of  2023: Tim Beaver, Jennifer Marsh, Jon Marshall,Mercer Sisson

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
1001 Dekalb Pike, Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002-1941

Phone: 215-699-9204  + Website: www.messiahgwynedd.org


