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The opening phrase from this morning’s Gospel reading should stop us in our 
tracks. 

“After John was arrested . . . ” 

As we read the gospel story, we should be caught short – stopped abruptly - right 
there! For in this narrative of Marks’ Gospel, John the Baptizer’s arrest, it seems, 
happens just moments after John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan River and Jesus is 
driven into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 

“After John was arrested . . . ” 

First, baptism in the Jordan. Then, flight into the desert. And then John is 
immediately arrested. Arrested. He is, quite literally, stopped in his tracks. And we 
should be as well. For that’s what the word “arrest” means - to be stopped. 

An arrest on the side of the road gets our attention. Police. Flashing lights and 
sirens. And the rubber-necking begins. Cars slow down - sometimes even stop - to 
see who it is being arrested. Everyone wants to see who’s been nabbed. An arrest 
even makes the evening news if it’s a high-profile person. An arrest often not only 
stops the person arrested, but has the capacity to stop everyone in their tracks. 
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“After John was arrested . . . we were arrested,” Jesus’ followers might have 
remembered. 

We were stopped. Arrested by the news. An order was issued from Herod to his 
soldiers to go arrest John the Baptist. The movement that John started 
throughout the Judaean countryside - a movement of confession, repentance, 
and renewal by baptism - came to a sudden stop. 

And “after John was arrested . . . we were devastated,” the disciples might have 
said. 

John had been preaching repentance for all people, from the least to the greatest. 
Messages of repentance in our day are often a call to join a new church or religion 
or movement, but John was not calling them to join a new church or religion. He 
was calling his people not to something new, but to return to God’s original 
covenant with his people, the covenant of justice and mercy. Through 
repentance, by turning around and retracing their steps, John was inviting the 
people to return, to come back, to come home. 

We heard this same message in the Advent gospel readings when John the Baptist 
spoke directly to us – and issued us this same invitation to come home to God. 
But did we truly hear it? Did we heed that pre-Christmas invitation? How did we 
respond? Did we renew our trust in God’s faithfulness? Were we arrested by 
John’s message? Did we stop in our tracks, turn, and start that journey back 
toward home? 

And now, “after John is arrested . . .” we may be disoriented, may not even know 
where home is. 

But then we remember John’s message. We remember how he told us the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth was coming - is coming. 

And Christmas has happened  . . . and Jesus is now here! 

The Gospel reminds us that “after John was arrested . . . Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God.” 
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John’s arrest was a huge blow to his followers and disciples. They lost so much, 
lost leadership, lost direction, when John was arrested by an insecure and 
vindictive tyrant, Herod. But then, into this gaping hole, into this void, steps Jesus 
Christ, proclaiming the good news of God. 

And there is a lesson here for us today. The good news of Christ is often found in 
the gaping holes of life, in the disappointments, in the blows and losses, in the 
sadness and grief. The good news is often found in these moments, at the 
eleventh hour, when all hope is lost. This is when and where the good news of the 
Risen Christ is often found, for this is when we are most open, and vulnerable, 
and ready to receive it. 

Into the voids and open spaces of our life – when we are arrested, when are 
caught up short and stopped abruptly, not knowing which way to turn - this is 
often when Jesus comes to us, proclaiming the good news of God. 

Jesus’ life, as recorded in the Gospel of Mark, follows this pattern of life, death, 
and resurrection. After John was arrested, we died a little, and then Jesus comes 
with good news. This pattern of death and new life will play out when Jesus goes 
to the cross at the end of Mark’s Gospel, too. 

And this pattern will play out in your individual life, and our life together as a 
Christ-following community. 

“After John was arrested . . .” we hear the good news. After our dreams and 
aspirations have suffered and died, we hear about new life, and are invited to 
follow new opportunities, share in new dreams. 

Jesus is very clear in his message - that we are to repent and believe. We are to 
repent and come back, come back home to the God who loves us and announces 
to us a new kingdom of love and peace. But this kingdom only comes after John is 
arrested, after our own selfish dreams and journeys die. 

And then Jesus comes to us in our own fishing boats, our own areas of intimate 
familiarity. 
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Jesus walks along the Sea of Galilee and sees Simon and Andrew, James and John 
fishing, so he calls for them to follow him. 

And they do just that. Immediately. Without hesitation. Without question. What 
about you? 

In Mark’s account, it never says why these disciples leave the comfort and 
familiarity of their fishing boats and their fishing nets and follow Jesus. Why 
would these young men leave their families and successful businesses and follow 
this wandering rabbi, who is just getting started himself? 

Mark doesn’t tell us. He leaves that as a mystery. 

“After John was arrested . . . we followed Jesus,” the disciples would say. 

The juxtaposition in the text of John’s arrest and these disciples immediate and 
unquestioned following Jesus is not a mere coincidence. It is at the very heart of 
the good news - the gospel Jesus is preaching. It is in the midst of loss and 
heartache that we find hope and purpose in Jesus. 

And maybe we aren’t exactly sure just why we are here today, another Sunday 
morning in the familiar surroundings of home, but still feeling as strange 
surroundings for a worship service. In this familiar unfamiliarity, together yet 
apart, we stop this morning to gather as followers of Jesus. We may not always be 
100% sure of our motives for following Jesus. But like those disciples in the 
familiarity of their fishing boats, something about Jesus’ call to us makes sense to 
us - it resonates with us. Like many formative events in life, it’s a bit of a mystery. 
We don’t fully know how or why a relationship started. All we know is that it did 
indeed start, that it continues, and that it gives us hope for the future. 

So, come – come back – come home – come and follow Jesus. Come – leave your 
familiar and comfortable fishing boats and fish for people, with the good news of 
God in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 


